
The 19th Annual Kids in the Woods event was held at Lower Rush 

Creek, seven miles northeast of Adin, Friday, May 24. About 130 Big 

Valley pre-school thru sixth grade students attended the event along 

with many parents and teachers. The children visited seven different 

stations learning about campfire and animal safety, orienteering, 

wildland fire equipment, live raptors, pictographs and how to make 

the perfect s’more. Some local Rush Creek residents also stopped by to 

check out the activities. Jennifer Leneave, Big Valley District 

Prevention Technician and event coordinator says, “It was fantastic having so 

many kids visit the forest for the day. Hopefully, this experience will help start 

a life-long connection with the outdoors.”  

Before the event took place, the Craig Hotshots from Craig, Colorado helped 

clean and revamp the campground. The Hotshots were dispatched to the 

forest in early May as extra wildland fire resources 

to help as needed when significant lightning was 

forecast. When they were not busy checking on 

smoke reports or suppressing small wildfires, 

they helped with project work.  The work they 

accomplished at the Lower Rush Creek Campground – raking, improving 

fireline, cutting hazard trees, fixing gates, and cleaning trash – greatly 

improved the area.  

A lot of work goes into planning and implementing such an activity. Leneave wants to thank everyone 

who helped, “Your assistance made the day a huge success. Thanks so much!”  
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